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    I would like to thank the membership for this opportunity to be a part of a wonderful organization – the Department of Minnesota ROA.  Over the past five decades, this organization has taken a very active role in our national defense and the issues surrounding the reserve forces.  Our nation is in a new century and the issue of national defense has been brought to the forefront once again.  Our nation’s leaders receive plenty of advice and the ROA has been very active in providing that advice.  That is one of the reasons we are here. Over the course of the next year, I am empowering our Legislative Committee to step out and make contact with our Minnesota Congressional Delegation and whatever other political leaders they deem 
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necessary.  The goal is to position the Department of Minnesota ROA as a credible and reliable source of information regarding our national defense and reserve issues.  As our familiarity with Minnesota’s political leaders grows, so will our ability to positively influence our national defense.  This is extremely important as the war with Iraq winds down and the reserve forces begin to backfill the active duty.  Our nation’s leaders have stated we would continue to be present in Iraq for a long time.  Since this directly affects the reserve forces and their absence from family and employers, the ROA should have a voice.  

    In addition to a strong focus on our legislative efforts, we must continue to grow our membership base.  Our Minnesota membership is about 13,000 and significantly lower 

BUCK-A-YEAR DONORS

    The Department of Minnesota is fortunate to receive donations which help offset the rising costs of producing the On The ROAd Fast Track.  We are deeply appreciative of the generosity displayed by all that have contributed to this important publication.  We attempt to put out four issues every year.  If you find this newsletter valuable, please consider contributing.  Clip out the attached slip and mail your check to NEWSLETTER EDITOR, PO Box 11769, St. Paul, MN  55111-0769.

Donations received 2002-2003 

BENEFACTOR
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COL Walter Connett

COL William McConahey
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LtCol Lew Schoenman 

than a decade ago.  In contrast, many of our Reserve units in the Air Force, Army, Navy, and Marines are enjoying an oversupply of officers – all potential candidates for membership in the ROA.  Membership strengthens our voice in Congress and, frankly, Congress holds the purse strings.  Money equals resources such as people, equipment, weapons systems, training, etc.  With some of the current thoughts running through Congress, we really need a strong voice to protect our Reserve issues.  A strong Reserve is imperative to a strong national defense.

    I would also like to encourage active participation by our retired members.  This group of ROA members is the single largest pool of talent that is available throughout the state.  Currently, we have about one percent of our state’s membership actively participating at the Department and Chapter levels of ROA.  A worthy goal would be to increase our participation to three percent.  This can be done in a number of ways such as attending Board meetings and the State Convention.  We will also have a 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony on September 10 and an ROTC Appreciation Night in November.  Your attendance will positively add to the occasion.  Another way to participate is to help with our fundraising efforts for the Department and the Major Dan Anderson Freedom Fund.  Our main effort will be an evening at the Metrodome where we will work in the concession stand.  We will receive $60 for each person who helps.  Bring a spouse and a child over 18 years old and the impact is even greater.  You can also participate by calling your Congressman when an issue surfaces that ROA needs your help with.

    Special thanks go to CAPT Larry DeVries as his term as President comes to a close.  His leadership was terrific and the Department accomplished many activities.  I will look forward to his guidance as Immediate Past President and that of our other Past Presidents in the coming year.  Thank you once again for this opportunity to serve as the Department of Minnesota ROA President.  LtCol Douglas Kveene

Department of Minnesota

Reserve Officer’s Association

2003 Convention Minutes

26 April 2003

Information Copy – not approved

    CAPT LARRY DeVries, Department President called the Department of Minnesota Reserve Officers Association annual convention to order at 0835.  The Pledge of Allegiance was conducted.

    LtCol Douglas Kveene, Department Executive Vice President introduced Col Jorge Llambes of the 934th Air Wing Aeromedical Staging Squadron.  Col Llambes presented historical and pertinent present day information on smallpox.  In his remarks, Col Llambes stated 60-80% of today’s force has never been vaccinated.  A Q&A session followed this very interesting and well-received presentation.

    CAPT DeVries welcomed members of the Sea Cadets of the Twin Cities whose participation today was sponsored by the Twin Cities Navy Chapter.  Also attending the convention were ROTC cadets from St. Thomas, Mankato, and Duluth.  The Major Dan Anderson Freedom Fund sponsored their attendance at the convention and banquet.

Business Meeting:

    CAPT DeVries presented the President’s report summarizing the activities and accomplishments of the Board during the 2002-2003 year.  (See attached report.)

    The Secretary’s Report of the 2002 convention was presented for approval by the membership.  The minutes were approved as presented.  (See attached comments.)

    The Comptroller’s Report for FY 2002-2003 was presented and approved.  (See attached report.)

BUCK A YEAR Cont.
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SUPPORTER

Maj William Koppen
     

Maj Gerald Sadowski

DONOR
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    CAPT DeVries presented three “President’s Awards” to members of the 2002-2003 Board for individual efforts and activities.  Recipients were MAJ John Rosnow, Department of Minnesota Webmaster, Maj Mike Burns, Department of Minnesota Comptroller, and MAJ Kathleen Jensen, Department of Minnesota Newsletter Editor.

    CAPT DeVries made note of the Board members currently activated.  They are MAJ John Rosnow (Dept Secretary), Maj T.J. Jankowski (VP Sea Services), LCDR Michael McGowan (Interim VP Sea Services), CPT Tawn Johnson, President, St. Paul Chapter, Dept PA Officer), Capt Derrick Lauer (Dept Chaplain), and CW2 Kevin Appel (Dept Historian).

    CW5 Bruce Hedblom presented the National Council Report.  Resolutions to be considered at the National Convention in June were presented for membership discussion.

· Establishing the position of President Elect

· Col Susan Lukas, AF National Director, made comments 

· Electronic Membership

· National by-law changes to required a 2/3 majority vote by the National Executive Committee to change the budget

· Changes to the CIOR selection process for the US Representative

· Changes to the national dues structure

· Education Fund by ROA

    CW5 Bruce Hedblom (MDAFF Board President) presented the Major Dan Anderson Freedom Fund report for 2002-2003.  (See attached report).

    The remaining portion of the business meeting was deferred until the afternoon.

SPEAKERS

    Guest speaker RADM James Plehal of the National Infrastructure Protection Security presented an excellent talk on the development of the NIPS and its area of 

concentration.  A combination of elements from the FBI, Homeland Security and Homeland Defense, the National Infrastructure Protection Security focuses on cyber or physical attacks to the infrastructure of the United States.  The NIPS has four directorates in the areas of borders and customs, emergency preparedness, science and technology, and information analysis infrastructure protection.  A Q&A session followed RADM Plehal’s remarks.
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RADM James Plehal
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Exchange Consolidation  

    The DoD announced 16 MAY 03 that Paul Wolfowitz, deputy secretary of  defense, initiated a multi-year effort that may culminate in the consolidation of the three Armed Service Exchange Systems into a single defense organization. Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness Charles Abell will oversee this effort.   After reviewing recommendations from numerous studies and considering the views of the military departments, Wolfowitz has charged Abell to determine the most efficient and cost effective way to organize and operate the exchanges as a single entity.  These actions will be transparent to the individual soldier, sailor, airman, Marine, or military family member. The look and feel of each store will maintain the service culture to which they are accustomed. The business processes that operate the system will be more efficient and effective, yielding a benefit that is not only preserved but enhanced.   [Source: DoD News Release No. 334-03 dtd 16 MAY 03]

    Guest speaker BG Dean Johnson, NG, spoke on the role of the chaplain and scope of the chaplain’s mission.  The DOD currently recognizes 225+ religions.  The chaplain is also responsible for advising the commander on the religious culture of the environment they are working in.  An extremely important third facet is family support.


BG Dean Johnson and CAPT Larry DeVries

BUSINESS MEETING cont.

    CAPT DeVries opened the afternoon session with the Nominating Committee’s recommendations for the 2003-2004 Department Board of Directors.  No nominations were brought forward from the floor as each position was announced.  The membership, by unanimous ballot, approved the slate of officers as presented.


LtCol Douglas Kveene, President


MG Jerald Albrecht, Executive Vice President


Capt David Hanten


CPT Julian Portway


Col Marilyn Chambers, VP Air Force


Capt Cindy Doolittle, JrVP Air Force


MAJ Robert Chaucierre, VP Army


CPT Bruce Jensen, JrVP Army


CDR Joan Beard, VP Sea Services

     Congratulations to all members of the 2003-2004 Board.

SPEAKERS

    Major Susan Lukas, Director for ROA Air Force Affairs, presented an update from National Headquarters.   Major Lukas announced MG Robert McIntosh has been selected as the new ROA Executive Director.  National ROA has been working on improving the physical security of the Minute Man building, continuing to upgrade the infrastructure, and continuing efforts on exterior building beautification.

    As of April 24, 2003, membership in ROA was 74,974.  During the past year 7,349 members terminated membership or died.

POW Benefits 

    About 40 percent of the Americans held prisoner in the past five conflicts still are alive, according to the American Ex-Prisoner of  War [AXPOW] Association's search of records. More than 140,000 Americans were captured and interned during World War I, World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Persian Gulf War, and the Somalia and Kosovo conflicts.   However, only about 35% of surviving POWs have contacted the  Department of Veteran Affairs (DVA) to accept benefits for which they are eligible.  These include benefits related to health maladies that are  presumed related to severe conditions suffered in the hands of the enemy  during internment.     

     Any former POW or his representative desiring to obtain benefits should contact the DVA.  If help in preparing the claim is needed a volunteer accredited national service officer of the AXPOW can assist at 

no charge in submitting a claim to the DVA.  They can be contacted at axpow@flash.net or (817) 649-2979 or 3201 East Pioneer Parkway, #40, Arlington TX 76010.  [Source: 26 NOV 02 Stars & Stripes article & March ARB RAO Newsletter Spring 03]

Col Jorge Llambes

Major Susan Lukas, Director, ROA Air Force

Currently more than 100 bills have been introduced in Congress dealing with Reserve/Guard issues. 

At the Midwinter meeting in January, ROA held a first-annual congressional visit orientation for members visiting congressional members/staffers.    Major Lukas also spoke on the current consolidation of base exchanges by AFRAS and commissaries to be opened in two communities that do not have a military facility.

Other topics covered by Major Lukas included: dental care, long-term health care, the US Freedom March (Volksmarch) September 20-21, and discussions with the Reserve Enlisted Association

OLD BUSINESS    No old business.

NEW BUSINESS

    The 2003-2004 proposed budget was presented to the membership.  Discussion and clarification followed.   Specific line items such as travel for Midwinter and the National Convention have been decreased, as have budgets for some committees.  The Board has projected at least one fund raising event to raise revenue during the year to balance the budget.  The proposed 2003-2004 budget was approved as presented.

    LtCol Karl Rasmussen reported eight of ten congressional staff offices were visited in January.  The local office for Representative Betty McCollum was visited following Midwinter.  

    LtCol Rasmussen presented a plan to establish Legislative Liaison Teams of 2-3 people from each District and 2-3 people for each Senator.  Volunteers were solicited from the membership.

NAVY ROTC AND JUNIOR ROTC 2003 AWARD CEREMONIES ATTENDED

    CAPT Larry DeVries, Department of Minnesota Immediate Past President, attended the Junior ROTC Awards Ceremony at Saint Paul Harding High School on 21 May 2003. The 2003 ROA Junior ROTC Award was presented to Junior Cadet Jerry Lee. An ROA medal was given along with a certificate. 

    The Harding program started the 

year with 185 cadets, and currently has 150 cadets in the program. Because only two trimesters of NJROTC are required for credit, many students complete other course requirements during the third trimester - hence a somewhat lower number.  The Harding program has over 225 signed up for the beginning of next year, and more are coming. The Senior Naval Science Instructor is LCDR Don Wisneski. The two Naval Science Instructors are Master Chief (NCCM) Bill Makela and Chief (SKC) Vince Jenny.  All of the instructors are retired Navy.

    The JROTC program at Harding won the Navy Education and Training Award for Outstanding High School Programs for the 2002-2003 school year as was announced at the ceremony by Principal Dr. Deb Denton.  High school JROTC programs not only provide future members of the military of the future, but are also important to the school culture and to the junior cadets of those institutions regardless of their future career choices.

    Awards were also presented by a number of civic groups including the American Legion, the Navy League, and the Veterans of Foreign Wars for academic achievement, leadership, and other traits

    Of note was the attendance and participation in the ceremony of CDR David S. Ratte, USN, currently Commanding Officer, USS Minneapolis-Saint Paul (SSN 708).

MG Jerald Albrecht brought forward a resolution from the St. Paul Chapter on Minnesota State Tax on Military Personnel.  (See attached resolution.)  Discussion followed.  The membership approved continued work on this issue at the Board level.

    President Elect LtCol Douglas Kveene spoke on his vision of 2003-2004 in the Department.  He has three major goals.

1. Build on the successes of the past, continue the Department efforts to grow the membership, and support the vision of the MDAFF.

2. Engage all services in Department activities and tap the strengths of retired members and the general membership.

3. Continue to support and expand on the legislative efforts at the state and national levels.

    CAPT DeVries, in his final remarks, expressed his personal thanks to the 2002-2003 Board members for their work and in particular to LtCol Kveene for his efforts in planning, preparation and execution of the 2003 convention.

    CAPT DeVries reminded members of the banquet to follow this evening with Representative John Kline as our featured speaker.

    No further business, the 2003 Department of Minnesota Reserve Officers Association Convention was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen A. Jensen, MAJ, USAR (Ret)

Acting Department Secretary

Department President LtCol Douglas Kveene and 

Immediate Past President Capt Larry DeVries

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE SEPTEMBER REMEMBERANCE





    I am pleased to inform you that BG John Weiss has agreed to be the featured speaker at our Department Wide meeting on September 10 that will be held to remember the tragic events of 9-11-01.  (As you might remember, BG Weiss was just leaving the Pentagon with BG Beasley when the building was struck by the terrorists.) .  He is a Life member of ROA, and a member of the Department of Wisconsin.


     The event will be held at the 934th Airlift Wing Officer’s Club.


    Watch the mail for a letter and registration form.  








MAJ Kathleen Jensen, USAR (Ret), Editor
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LtCol Douglas Kveene





CW5 Bruce Hedblom, Department of Minnesota National Councilman has been appointed to the National ROA Rules Committee.





Congratulations Bruce. 
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