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DELEGATION PREPARING FOR MIDWINTER DC VISITS
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Mid-Winter Breakfast Planned

After last year’s frustrating experience with an ill-fated breakfast at the 2003 Mid-
Winter meeting in Washington, D.C., the Department of Minnesota has obtained the
enthusiastic support of Representative Betty McCollum’s office in hosting the January
28, 2004 event. The purpose of the breakfast is to provide Minnesota’s Congressional
delegation with an update on critical military facts that impact reservists residing in
our state. The meeting will take place in Room 1539 of the Longworth Building,
starting at 0830 hours.

All eight representatives and our two senators will be invited to participate in the
event. Should they be unable to attend, they will be asked to send their military affairs
staff person. Following the team presentation led by President LTC Doug Kveene,
time will be provided to answer questions relating to the mission of the ROA. Each
member of the Congressional delegation will also be provided with a compact disk,
which highlights the Department’s priority issues. The Minnesota ROA delegation
will also present more strategic topics, which have been selected by ROA National
Headquarters in Washington, D.C.

A report on the results of the breakfast will be presented at the State Convention in
April. -
LTC Karl Rasmussen, Director, Legislative Services

In lieu of the President’s Message, I am printing a recent letter from
Maj Thaddeus Jankowski, USMCR
Dear ROA Friends,

Joni, Anna and I have all returned safe and sound to our home in Plymouth, MN.
Thanks for your support and prayers. Special thanks to Capt DeVries for sending these
updates and periodic reports, my morale always took an up swing upon receiving
them.

During my year of mobilization (Dec 2002-Nov 2003), I spent five months of
OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM (Jan-Jun 2003) at MARCENT HQ in Bahrain (also
the location of NAVCENT and the 5th Fleet), and seven months at Marine Forces
Pacific HQ at Camp Smith, Hawaii. In my case, civilian
business/information technology experience was very, very useful on a senior staff.
As a Reservist I am pleased to report that I was able to contribute rather substantially
from the get-go.

Joni (wife) and Anna (daughter, 20 months old) accompanied me to Marine Forces,
Pacific Headquarters in Hawaii last December, and stayed there during my five-month
OIF deployment to the gulf. The Marine Corps permitted families to stay together in

the BOQ, a wise and gracious thing to do. With many reservists on long-term
unaccompanied mobilization orders, Marine Corps Base Hawaii was very, very
supportive of mobilized reservists families.

The last five months in Hawaii (July-Nov '03) have been special since I was able to
make a smooth transition with my Active Duty counterpart and spend a little time with
my family on the beach.
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BUCK-A-YEAR DONORS

The Department of Minnesota is
fortunate to receive donations which
help offset the rising costs of
producing the On The ROAd Fast
Track. If you find this newsletter
valuable, please consider contributing.
Clip out the attached slip and mail
your check to NEWSLETTER
EDITOR, PO Box 11769, St. Paul,
MN 55111-0769.

BUCK-A-YEAR 2003
Donations received YTD

BENEFACTOR

Bernick, Herbert COL  Army
Abts, Norris BG Army
Albrecht, Jerald MG Army
Becker, John LTC Army
Berglund, David COL Army
Bertie, John CAPT Navy
Court, Francis LTC Ammy
Culp, Clyde COL Ammy
Ervasti, Marlyn COL  Army
Hammond, Charles LTC Army
Hilligoss, Donald CPT Army
Hwang, Shu Mei COL AF
Jans,Ronald ... .. Capt _PHS |
Jessen-Klixbull, Ole COL  Army
Lucke, Amnold COL Army
Malcolm, Ron COL  Army
Martin, George COL Army

Miserendino, George  COL  Army

Mittendorff, William  Capt  USCG

Nelson, Lyle COL  Army
Peterson, Merle COL Army
Robbins, Orem COL Army
Sahlstrom, S.D. COL Army
Schiltgen, Francis MAJ AF
Schoeneman, Lew LTC Army
Schulstad, Dennis BG AF
Zimmer, Dennis COL Ammy
Klaphake, Marion MAJ Ammy
Otteson, Glenn LtCol AF
PATRON Capt  Navy
Fruin, Jerry

Keppel, Robert Capt  Navy
Mueller, John Capt  Navy
SUPPORTER

Bianchi, Arthur COL  Army
Busse, Robert CPT Ammy
Doyle, Vincent LtCol AF
Hakomaki, George LTC AF
Keppel, Robert CPT  Navy

October, November, December 2003

During OIF, the Marines had 80 killed (57 KIA), 749 wounded (271 WIA) Jan-Jun.
After May 2003, the Marines scaled back from 62,000 in country down to a much
smaller presence south of Baghdad, and then essentially no Marine units after Sep
2003. In Feb/Mar 2004 I MEF will be returning with nine infantry battalions and their
support structures.

We had typical terrorist cells around us in Bahrain, but thankfully no one was hurt
by any of their activities. Our Force Protection plan was excellent, and the
circumstances of Bahrain being a disciplined, rich island Kingdom helped keep the
terrorist threat to a minimum.

Again, thank you all for your prayers and support of all of our service men and
women, and especially for your support of my family and me. Thaddeus Jankowski,
Maj, USMCR, Department of MN ROA

ROTC Recognition Night
On Tuesday, November 4, 2003, ROA
members and guests attended the Department
of Minnesota’s annual ROTC Recognition

Night. This event was held at the 934th AW
(Ft. Snelling) Officers Club beginning at 6:30
pm.

The evening was an annual event for the
Department and expresses its long-standing
interest in the ROTC programs of Minnesota.
Representatives from five ROTC programs
along with their respective cadets and
midshipmen attended. See our web site for a list
of the seven ROTC programs in Minnesota on
university campuses. Other neighboring
colleges are able to send students to enroll in
those seven programs as reasonable commute
distance for the student permits.

The guest speaker this year was Col. James J. Muscatell, Jr., USAFR. Col. Muscatell

is the Commanding Officer of the 934th Ajrlift Wing. He brought an Interesting and
informative perspective on the junior officer experience. CPT John Meinhart, USAR,

45ond Quartermaster Company, spoke on junior officer leadership after
commissioning and in a first leadership position.

Officers affiliated with the programs gave individual program reports. Their reports
stressed the current interest in the program and events of the past year. CAPT Mark
Stanley, USN, led off with an introduction of the midshipmen in the NROTC program
at the University of Minnesota. This Navy program also includes
Buck-a-year continued
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