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Mid-Winter Breakfast Planned
After last year's frustrating experience with an ill-fated breakfast at the 2003 Mid-

Winter meeting in Washington, D.C., the Department of Minnesota has obtained the
enthusiastic support of Representative Betty McCollum's office in hosting the January
28,2004 event. The purpose of the breakfast is to provide Minnesota's Congressional
delegation with an update on critical military facts that impact reservists residing in
our state. The meeting will take place in Room 1539 of the Longworth Building,
starting at 0830 hours.

All eight representatives and our two senators will be invited to participate in the
event. Should they be unable to attend, they will be asked to send their military affairs
staff person. Following the team presentation led by President LTC Doug Kveene,
time will be provided to answer questions relating to the mission of the ROA. Each
member of the Congressional delegation will also be provided with a compact disk,
which highlights the Department's priority issues. The Minnesota ROA delegation
will also present more strategic topics, which have been selected by ROA National
Headquarters in Washington, D.C.

A report on the results of the breakfast will be presented at the State Convention in
April.

LTC Karl Rasmussen, Director, Legislative Services

In lieu of the President's Mess&ga, I am printing a recent letterfrom
Maj Thaddeus Jankowski, aSMCR
Dear ROA Friends,

Joni, Anna and I have all returned safe and sound to our home in Plymouth, MN.
Thanks for your support and prayers. Special thanks to Capt DeVries for sending these
updates and periodic reports, my morale always took an up swing upon receiving
them.

During my ye€u of mobilization (Dec 2002-Nov 2003),I spent five months of
OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM (Jan-Jun 2003) at MARCENT HQ in Bahrain (also
the location of NAVCENT and the 5th Fleet), and seven months at Marine Forces
Pacific HQ at Camp Smith, Hawaii. In my case, civilian

business/information technology experience was ver!, very useful on a senior staff.
As a Reservist I am pleased to report that I was able to contribute rather substantially
from the get-go.

Joni (wife) and Anna (daughter, 20 months old) accompanied me to Marine Forces,
Pacific Headquarters in Hawaii last December, and stayed there during my five-month
OIF deployment to the gulf. The Marine Corps permitted families to stay together in

the BOQ, a wise and gracious thing to do. With many reservists on long-term
unaccompanied mobilization orders, Marine Corps Base Hawaii was very, very
supportive of mobilized reservists families.

The last five months in Hawaii (July-Nov'03) have been special since I was able to
make a smooth transition with my Active Duty counterpart and spend a little time with
my family on the beach.

YISION
The Department of Mimesota ROA strives to be the premier mernber organization on all issues affecting Minnesota's Reserve

militarv officers.
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BUCK.A-YEAR DONORS
The Department of Minnesota is

fortunate to receive donations which
help offset the rising costs of
producing the On The ROAd Fast
Track. If you find this newsletter
valuable, please consider contributing.
Clip out the attached sliP and mail
your check to NEWSLETTER
EDITOR, PO Box 11769, St. Paul,
MN 55 rrl-0769.

BUCK.A.YEAR 2OO3
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October, November, December 2003

During OIF, the Marines had 80 killed (57 KIA),749 wounded(27I WIA) Jan-Jun.

After May 2003, the Marines scaled back from 62,000 in country down to a much

smaller presence south of Baghdad, and then essentially no Marine units after Sep

2O03.In Feb/lvlar 2004I MEF will be returning with nine infantry battalions and their

support structures.
We had typical terrorist cells around us in Bahrain, but thankfully no one was hurt

by any of their activities. Our Force Protection plan was excellent, and the

circumstances of Bahrain being a disciplined, rich island Kingdom helped keep the

terrorist threat to a minimum.
Again, thank you all for your prayers and support of all of our service men and

women, and especially for your support of my family and me. Thaddeus Jankowski,

Maj, USMCR, Department of MN ROA

ROTC Recognition Night

On Tuesday, November 4,2003, ROA

members and guests attended the Department

of Minnesota's annual ROTC Recognition

Night. This event was held at the 934th AW

(Ft. Snelling) Officers Club beginning at 6:30

pm.
The evening was an annual event for the

Department and expresses its long-standing

interest in the ROTC programs of Minnesota.

Representatives from five ROTC programs

along with their respective cadets and

mids hipmen atte149 d. S e_9 oulYgp, !l!-e Io: t li {
of the seven ROTC programs in Minnesota on

university campuses. Other neighboring

colleges are able to send students to enroll in

those seven programs as reasonable commute

distance for the student Permits.
The guest speaker this year was Col. James J. Muscatell, Jr., USAFR. Col. Muscatell

is the Commanding Officer of the %4th Airlift Wing. He brought an Interesting and

informative perspective on the junior officer experience. CPT John Meinhart, USAR,

452nd Quartermaster Company, spoke on junior officer leadership after

commissioning and in a first leadership position.

Offi."rr affiliated with the programs gave individual program reports. Their reports

stressed the current interest in the program and events of the past year. CAPT Mark

Stanley, USN, led off with an introduction of the midshipmen in the NROTC program

at the University of Minnesota. This Navy program also includes

Buck-a-vear continued

MISSION
Support our National Security through dynamic prograrns that positively irnpact locally elected offrcials, all levels of ROA, and futue'

cunent, retired, and former Reserve officers of the Uniformed Services of the United States.
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Excerpts from MAJ John
Rosnow's journal
22 November 2003 -Today I had the
early meeting and then went to Daura.
I went to the refinery first. We talked
with the general manager and had
some tea. After that we were off to
the pipeline company. We had some
tea and cookies there. Then we went
to the Distribution Company. We had
no beverages there. I got a lot of
information at all the places. It was a
very beneficial trip. We got back at
1400 and I had a meeting about
imports with KBR and Steve. After
that I checked email and reacted to
that. We had our TF RIO meeting at
1700 and then I had dinner. Curry
beef over rice, peas and corn, and
salad. I had a Twix ice cream bar for
desert. I went up to the TF RIO office
to fill out some paperwork. Both of
the admin workers guessed my age at
32. They said I look younger without
hair. Looks like I may keep the bald
look a little while longer. I had
someone last week say I was not old
enough to be here for the first war. It
is now a little after 2300 and I am
going to get going. I was watching
my U2 video but it only played about
30 minutes then it started having
problems. I will try and swap it out
tomorrow. We also have a meeting at
Camp Victory so I may not get to
swap it until Monday. I had a
sandwich and then went up to help
finish the brief. We left around 0030
and I got a ride back to the trailer.

Week 39

23 November 2003 - Great weather. It
was sunny and in the 70s today. We
had a meeting at Victory Camp today
to discuss infrastructure security. I
saw my friend Jay whom I had not
seen since June when he left on a

October, November, December 2003

ROTC Night cont
midshipmen-students from St. Thomas University. The Army program at St. John's

was represented and briefed by Cadet (Senior) Marcus Needham. Lt Col Walter
Skierski, Jr., USAF, updated the audience on the St. Thomas ROTC (Air Force)
program. Other programs were briefed by their respective officer or cadet.

All programs reported an active schedule with activities of many types. Many of
those activities are official training but a significant number are public in nature. The
public activities, such as color guard duty at sporting events, spread the word about
Minnesota military activities.

Approximately 75 cadet and midshipmen seniors in Minnesota will graduate and be
commissioned in the next spring quarters. This number is a slight increase of the rate
of the past several years from Minnesota programs. The freshmen classes of programs
were reported to be filled promising a bright future.

The ROTC seniors in attendance were called forward and presented with a free one
year "ROTC/Officer and Warrant Officer" membership to ROA. Those were funded
by the Department. Fourteen seniors were so recognrzed with the ROA membership
gift.

Major Darla White, USAFR, the Department's Jr. VP Air Force helped to set up the
event and served as the master of ceremonies. President Doug Kveene, USAFR, and
MG Jerry Albrecht, USA (Ret.) were the presenters of the free memberships to the
seniors. Col Marilyn Chambers, USAFR, VP Air Force, is the Department's ROTC
Programs committee chair and coordinated the arrangements with the ROTC
programs. About 35 cadets and midshipmen and their sponsors attended along with
approximately 12 ROA Department of Minnesota

Membership
As most of you know, the Reserve Officers Association,likemanyprofessional

orgarizations, has been experiencing a downward trend in its membership for some
time now. It is critical that we find a way to reverse this trend.

Most professional people (Doctors, Attorneys, Accountants, Engineers, Police
Officers, etc.) are members of professional organizations that support their interests.
Make no mistake about it: ROA is the Reserve Officer's professional organization.
ROA has become one of the most trusted military associations in the Nation's Capital.
Its location is the envy of all Associations. It is on Capital Hill between the Supreme
Court and the Senate Office Buildings, right across the street from the Capital.

The list of accomplishments by ROA and what the organization has done for us all
is endless. I would however, like to remind everyone of just a few.

- Restoration of full tax deductions for non-reimbursed Reserve expenses.
- Tax incentives for Employers.
- Concurrent receipt of earned military retirement and service connected

disability.
- Increase in number of points that a Reservist can accumulate in a year to

90.
- Maintenance of Retirees Health Care.
- Unlimited Commissary Privileges for Reservists.
- Survivor Benefits Program.
- VA Home Loan Eligibility.

ROA's voice in Congress is only as strong as its numbers. Even if you cannot be
active due to other commitments, your support is needed via membership. Strength in
numbers means a louder voice. Having said the above, I'm asking each of you to do
your utmost to keep our Chapters and the Departments membership strength up so we
can continue to be the viable voice as we have in the past. Again, our strength is the
very foundation that has kept ROA strong in the past. ROA needs !ou, andwe need
ROA!MG Jerald N. Albrecht (Re|

YISION
The Department of Minnesota ROA strives to be the premier member organization on all issues affecting Minnesota's Reserv€

military officers.


