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Mid-Winter Congressional Breakfast Well Attended

Mid-Winter Minnesota Congressional Breakfast
The Department held its annual Congressional Breakfast on the

morning of 28 January 2004, in Room 1539 of the Longworth Building.
Representative Betty McCollum was the sponsor for the event.
Unfortunately, a last minute conflict prevented her from participating in
the event. Her military affairs director, J.D. Burton did attend on her
behalf. Representatives John Kline and Collin Peterson were able to
attend the breakfast and presented remarks relative to the future use of
Reserve forces. Staff members from the Washington offices of
Representatives Gutknecht and Kennedy, as well as Senator Coleman
also attended the breakfast. Of particular note is the fact that
Representative Peterson brought five of his staff members to our
presentation, indicative of his support for the ROA mission.

Representative Kline discussed the force mix, the extended activation
reservists, and the need to consider the increase in authonzed active
component strength. Representative Peterson delivered extensive
commentary as to the need for the military to take better care of older
soldiers, with an emphasis on retirement and medical care benefits. The
representative from Senator Coleman's office briefly talked about the
income differential between active and reserve component soldiers.
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BUCK.A.YEAR DONORS
The Department of

Minnesota is fortunate to
receive donations which help
offset the rising costs of
producing the On The ROAd
Fast Track. If you find this
newsletter valuable, please
consider contributing. Clip out
the attached slip and mail your
ChECK tO NEWSLETTER
EDITOR, PO Box 11769, St.
Paul, MN 55111-0769.
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LTC Army
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COL Army
LtCol AF
LtCol AF
MAJ Army

Capt Navy
Capt Navy

Donor
Wilcox, Kenneth Capt Navy
Bianchi, Arthur COL Army

January, February, March 2004

Following the comments made by the Congressmen and staff
representatives, Department President LtCol Doug Kveene made a
Power Point presentation, which covered three priority topics, based on
input received from the Department Board of Directors. These included
the reserve presence in Minnesota, an overview of the current mission
of the 934'h Airlift Wing in the Twin Cities, as well as the top three
legislative priorities identified by the Department of Minnesota: A
review of reserve compensation, military construction needs, and
expanded tax relief for Reservists.

While the Congressional participation in the 2004 breakfast was
better than past years, the Board will be looking at a more cost effective
means of communicating our issues to the Minnesota delegation after
the results of the 2004 election are available.
LTC Karl Rasmussen (USAR, Retired)
Legislative Affairs Director

Message from Department PresidentrLtcol Doug Kveene
The Mid-Winter ROA Convention was a huge success ! ! I have to

say that it was a thoroughly enjoyable event and our goal to brief the
Minnesota Congressional Delegation was equally successful. The
details of the Convention can be found in your "Officer" magazine. I
would like to tell you about the "rest of the Convention."

One of the real benefits of attending an event of this magnitude is the
ability to visit old friends. My.wife, Julie, and I were able to visit
former 934'h Airlift Wing Commanders such as BG Mike Gjede, Col
Rich Moss, Col Dean Despinoy, and Col Gary Cook. We also visited
with Col Paul Groskreutz and his wife. Anne.

MISSION
Support our National Security though dynamic programs that positively impact locally elected officials, all levels of ROA, and future,
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ROTC & Junior ROTC Awards & Recognition, Spring
2004

The Department has a long-standing interest in the Reserve Officer
Training Corps programs of Minnesota. Representatives from the
Department of Minnesota plan to again attend and participate in the
ROTC program awards & graduation ceremonies this spring.

In these events a RoA Department representative will make a
presentation of an ROA medal & certificate to a ROTC member
selected by the program for outstanding achievement during the school
year. This occurs at each of the seven ROTC programs in Minnesota on
university campuses.


