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ROTC APPRECIATION NIGHT NOVEMBER 4
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The annual ROTC Recognition night sponsored by the Dept of
Minnesota ROA is 4 Nov 03 at the Ft Snelling Officers Club. The
social begins at 1830 with the program begiining at 1900. There is no
charge but an RSVP is requested. This night is to recognize the seven
Minnesota detachments located at the College of St Thomas (Air
Force), University of Minnesota, Minneapolis (Army, Air Force,
Marine Corps, and Navy), University of Duluth (Air Force), Minnesota
State University Mankato (Army) and St John's University (Army).

ROA Department members attended several high school Jr. ROTC
and college ROTC awards ceremonies. Thanks go to Maj Tom Barna,
Col Kenneth Brunner, Lt Col Gary Chambers, Col Marilyn Chambers,
CAPT Allen Eaves, CAPT Larry DeVries, Col Marty Coyne, Co Alan
Ruvelson, Maj Rob Chaucierre for representing ROA. Each school
selects an outstanding cadet to receive the ROA award.

We are saddened at the death of Col (ret) Sam Moorhead, the ROTC
coordinator for many years. He did an outstanding job maintaining an
ROA presence in area high schools, colleges and universities. He will
be deeply missed.

Maj Karla White, USAFR, is the newly appointed ROTC Service
chair. She is an ROTC graduate of College of St Thomas and has both
active and reserve service experience.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I was thinking about all of the Reserve troops we have sent overseas
for Iraqi Freedom and the Global War on Terrorism. We currently have
about 175,000 men and women activated which is about 50,000 less
than at the height of the war. My unit, the 934™ Airlift Wing, has
activated hundreds of people and I have a great appreciation of the
effort it takes to get the mobility machine moving. It involves a
tremendous team effort from the people who ensure the personnel
records are in order, to those who ensure the proper mobility and
fighting gear are available, to those who ensure the people and
equipment get on the aircraft. Every Reserve component has their
respective process and all have been working superbly.

The reason I’ve been thinking about this is because my daughter,
Kristina, has gone through the process of saying “goodbye” to her
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BUCK-A-YEAR DONORS

The Department of Minnesota is
fortunate to receive donations which
help offset the rising costs of
producing the On The ROAd Fast
Track. We are deeply appreciative of
the generosity displayed by all that
have contributed to this important
publication. We attempt to put out
four issues every year. If you find this
newsletter valuable, please consider
contributing. Clip out the attached
slip and mail your check to
NEWSLETTER EDITOR, PO Box
11769, St. Paul, MN 55111-0769.
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friend, Jeremy, who recently went with his Army unit to Iraq. She went
to Fort Riley with the other family members, endured the on-again, off-
again deployment date, and then had to adjust to the absence of a daily
phone call. She has found herself as involved in this war as any man or
woman who has deployed. The television news is constantly

watched for a remote glimpse of Jeremy. He has told her not to worry,
that he is well trained, that America is the best military fighting force in
the world, and that he will return home. That’s not much comfort to a
21-year old woman whose life has been changed by a war on the other
side of the world.

What bothered her more than anything else was that Jeremy
volunteered to go to the fight. How do I explain this to my daughter?
How do I explain that given the choice between staying at a safe place
in the middle of the United States or volunteering to go to a war zone,
that Jeremy chose the war zone? It’s because those of us who wear the
military uniform know this is who we are. We know that when
innocent people are under attack in the US or overseas, we will come to
their defense. We also know that when the job is done, we will come
home.

So, she waits like the families of the other 175,000 troops who are
deployed. She tries to put routine in her day by working and going to
college. Her goal is to finish college by the time Jeremy returns next
year. I sincerely hope that the world will be a little safer by that time. I
know that like all of the other families, Kristina will be older and wiser.

LtCol Douglas Kveene, Department of Minnesota President, ROA

ATTENTION: JUNIOR OFFICERS

The Major Dan Anderson Freedom Fund (MDAFF) has
announced that it will provide one $750.00 scholarship for a junior
officer to attend the Junior Officer Leadership Development
Training Seminar (JOLDTS) at ROA’s Mid-Winter Conference in
Washington, DC in January 2004.

Under the new policy guidelines adopted by the MDAFF Board
of Directors, one junior officer will be awarded the scholarship to
attend the JOLDTS at Mid-Winter. Junior officers are defined by
each service, and include the following: Army and Air Force 0-1
through 03; Navy 0-1 through 0-4; and where applicable, Warrant
Officers WO1 and CW2.

Applicants must be ROA members in good standing, and
members of ROA’s Department of Minnesota. They must also
agree to attend all scheduled events of the JOLDTS during the Mid-
Winter Conference.

Scholarship applicants can not be attending the 2004 Mid-Winter
Conference on military orders. The individual selected will be also
be asked to prepare a written summary of his/her experiences at the
JOLDTS session within 30 days of the completion of the
Conference.
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BG John Weiss speaking at the 9-11
rememberance
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Application information will be found on the Department of
Minnesota web-site <mnroa.org> under the Freedom Fund
category. Information on the JOLDTS program is available on
ROA'’s web-site, <roa.org>.

Applications must be received by the MDAFF President via e-
mail or written form not later than 1 December 2003. The
MDAFF Board of Directors will make its selection at its regular
monthly meeting on Tuesday, 9 December 2003, and notify all
applicants by 15 December 2003. Personal appearance of
applicants at the Board meeting is not authorized.

All junior officers are encouraged to consider this opportunity.
Please check out our web-site today, and apply before the deadline!

9-11 REMEMBERANCE

Department of Minnesota Reserve Officers Association. Annual
remembrance night of September 11, 2001 was held at the 934th Airlift
Wing (Ft. Snelling) Officers Club, Post Road, St. Paul, Minnesota.
Wednesday, September 10, 2003. BG John Weiss, former Commander
of the 330" Medical Brigade, 88" RSC, shared his account of 9-11-01.
BG Weiss and BG Beasley, Commander, 88™ RSC were attending a
briefing in the Pentagon at the time the plane hit.

Sixty plus members of the Department and invited guests attended
the event. BG Weiss entertained questions following his remarks which
were accompanied by a power point presentation of photos of the
Pentagon.

RESERVE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

OF THE UNITED STATES

Report on National Convention, held 25-28 June 2003

New Orleans, LA

Prepared by CW5 Bruce J. Hedblom, AUS (Ret), National Council
Representative, Department of Minnesota

The 2003 National Convention of the Reserve Officers Association
of the United States was held at the Hilton Riverside Hotel in New
Orleans on 25-28 June. The convention was well attended, well
organized, and conducted in a professional manner.

OPENING RECEPTION

The opening reception on Wednesday evening 25 June featured food
with a local flavor, and a Mardi Gras style parade, complete with a New
Orleans police motorcycle escort, floats, beads, dancers, and a marching
band.

GENERAL SESSION

On Thursday morning, the delegates were entertained by the USMC
Reserve Forces Band (active duty) which presented a stunning
performance. The Colors were presented professionally by a joint
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