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ROTC APPRECIATION NIGHT NOVEMBER4

The annual ROTC Recognition night sponsored by the Dept of
Minnesota ROA is 4 Nov 03 at the Ft Snelling Officers Club. The
social begins at 1830 with the program begiining at 1900. There is no
charge but an RSVP is requested. This night is to rccognize the seven
Minnesota detachments located at the College of St Thomas (Air
Force), University of Minnesota, Minneapolis (Army, Air Force,
Marine Corps, and Navy), University of Duluth (Air Force), Minnesota
State University Mankato (Army) and St John's University (Army).

ROA Department members attended several high school Jr. ROTC
and college ROTC awards ceremonies. Thanks go to Maj Tom Barna,
Col Kenneth Brunner, Lt Col Gary Chambers, Col Marilyn Chambers,
CAPT Allen Eaves, CAPT Larry DeVries, Col Marty Coyne, Co Alan
Ruvelson, Maj Rob Chaucierre for representing ROA. Each school
selects an outstanding cadet to receive the ROA award.

We are saddened at the death of Col (ret) Sam Moorhead, the ROTC
coordinator for many years. He did an outstanding job maintaining an
ROA presence in area high schools, colleges and universities. He will
be deeply missed.

Maj Karla White, USAFR, is the newly appointed ROTC Service
chair. She is an ROTC graduate of College of St Thomas and has both
active and reserve service experience.

PRESIDENT'S MBSSAGB

I was thinking about all of the Reserve troops we have sent overseas
for Iraqi Freedom and the Global War on Terrorism. We currently have
about 175,000 men and women activated which is about 50,000 less
than at the height of the war. My unit, the 934'h Airlift Wing, has
activated hundreds of people and I have a great appreciation of the
effort it takes to get the mobility machine moving. It involves a
tremendous team effort from the people who ensure the personnel
records are in order, to those who ensure the proper mobility and
fighting gear are available, to those who ensure the people and
equipment get on the aircraft. Every Reserve component has their
respective process and all have been working superbly.

The reason I've been thinking about this is because my daughter,
Kristina, has gone through the process of saying "goodbye" to her
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friend, Jeremy, who recently went with his Army unit to Iraq. She went

to Fort Riley with the other family members, endured the on-again, off-

again deployment date, and then had to adjust to the absence of a daily

phone call. She has found herself as involved in this war as any man or

woman who has deployed. The television news is constantly
watched for a remote glimpse of Jeremy. He has told her not to worry,

that he is well trained, that America is the best military fighting force in

the world, and that he will return home. That's not much comfort to a

2l-year old woman whose life has been changed by a war on the other

side of the world.
What bothered her more than anything else was that Jeremy

volunteered to go to the fight. How do I explain this to my daughter?
How do I explain that given the choice between staying at a safe place

in the middle of the United States or volunteering to go to a war zone,

that Jeremy chose the war zone? It's because those of us who wear the

military uniform know this is who we are. We know that when
innocent people are under attack in the US or overseas, we will come to

their defense. We also know that when the job is done, we will come

home.
So, she waits like the families of the other 175,000 troops who are

deployed. She tries to put routine in her day by working and going to

college. Her goal is to finish college by the time Jeremy returns next
year. I sincerely hope that the world will be a little safer by that time. I

know that like all of the other families, Kristina will be older and wiser.- 
LtCol Douglas Kveene, nepartmenr of tvtinnGsota preiiAent, ROA

ATTBNTION: JUNIOR OFFICERS
The Major Dan Anderson Freedom Fund (MDAFF) has

announced that it will provide one $750.00 scholarship for a junior

officer to attend the Junior Officer Leadership Development
Training Seminar (JOLDTS) at ROA's Mid-Winter Conference in

Washington, DC in January 2004.
Under the new policy guidelines adopted by the MDAFF Board

of Directors, one junior officer will be awarded the scholarship to
attend the JOLDTS at Mid-Winter. Junior officers are defined by
each service, and include the following: Army and Air Force 0'L
through 03; Navy 0-1 through 0-4; and where applicable, Warrant
Oflicers WO1 and CW2.

Appticants must be ROA members in good standing, and
members of ROA's Department of Minnesota. They must also
agree to attend att scheduled events of the JOLDTS during the Mid'
Winter Conference.

Scholarship applicants can not be attending the 2004 Mid-Winter
Conference on military orders. The individual selected will be also
be asked to prepare a written summary of his/her experiences at the

JOLDTS session within 30 days of the completion of the
Conference.
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BG John Weiss speaking at the 9-L1
rememberance
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Application information will be found on the Department of
Minnesota web-site <mnroa.org> under the Freedom Fund
category. Information on the JOLDTS program is available on
ROAts web-site, <roa.org>.

Applications must be received by the MDAFF President via e-
mail or written form not later than 1 December 2003. The
MDAFF Board of Directors will make its selection at its regular
monthly meeting on Tuesday, 9 December 2003, and notify all
applicants by 15 December 2003. Personal appearance of
applicants at the Board meeting is not authorized.

All junior officers are encouraged to consider this opportunity.
Please check out our web-site today, and apply before the deadline!

9.II REMEMBERANCE
Department of Minnesota Reserve Officers Association. Annual

remembrance night of September II,200I was held at the 934th Airlift
Wing (Ft. Snelling) Officers Club, Post Road, St. Paul, Minnesota.
Wednesday, September 10, 2003. BG John Weiss, former Commander
of the 330th Medical Brigade, 88th RSC, shared his account of 9-11-01.
BG Weiss and BG Beasley, Commander, 88th RSC were attending a
briefing in the Pentagon at the time the plane hit.

Sixty plus members of the Department and invited guests attended
the event. BG Weiss entertained questions following his remarks which
were accompanied by a power point presentation of photos of the
Pentagon.

RESERVB OFFICBRS ASSOCIATION
OF THE UNITED STATES
Report on National Convention, held 25-28 June 2003
New Orleans, LA
Prepared by CW5 Bruce J. Hedblom, AUS (Ret), National Council
Representative, Department of Minnesota

The 2003 National Convention of the Reserve Officers Association
of the United States was held at the Hilton Riverside Hotel in New
Orleans on25-28 June. The convention was well attended, well
organrzed, and conducted in a professional manner.
OPENING RECEPTION

The opening reception on Wednesday evening 25 June featured food
with a local flavor, and a Mardi Gras style parade, complete with a New
Orleans police motorcycle escort, floats, beads, dancers, and a marching
band.
GENBRAL SESSION

On Thursday morning, the delegates were entertained by the USMC
Reserve Forces Band (active duty) which presented a stunning
performance. The Colors were presented professionally by a joint
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CW5 (Ret) Bruce Hedbloom, National
Councilman and LtCol Doug Kveene,
Dept of MN President in New
Orleans.

451ST ARMY BAND
CONCERT

The 451" Army Band, the
Band of the 88th Regional
Readiness Command at Ft.
Snelling, MN will present its
annual concert on Saturday,25
October 2003.

The program will begin at
7:00 p.ffi., and be held at
Benson Great Hall, on the
Campus of Bethel College, in
Roseville, MN.

Tickets are not required.
Please try to attend this
excellent performance by an
outstandine military band.
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service color guard. Detail on the General Session can be found in an

article on the Department website.
The opening panel consisted of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for

Reserve Affairs, and flag officers of the five services. Among the
highlights of the presentations were the following:

DOD -223,,000 reservists mobrhzed for Iraq, with 206,000 still on
duty; final end-strength numbers for reservists not yet determined.
o USAR - 82,000 reservists serving, of whom 7,500 have been

mobilized twice for Iraq; 22,000 have been "cross-leveled" - i.e.,
taken from home unit and assigned to fill a vacancy in another unit

o that was mobilize d; 96Vo of Civil Affairs force has been mobilized
in last 10 years; significant changes coming for the structure and
mission of USAR.

o USMCR -24.000 reservists mobilized, which amounts to about
two-thirds of the reserve force; of this number, about 17,000 serving
in Central Command area; 20,000 still on active duty.

o USNR - 11,000 Navy reservists mobilized; Navy plans to deactivate
its Air Reserve Squadrons, which poses the biggest challenge at the
moment.

o USAFR -23,700 reservists activated, with 14,100 still on active
duty; of this number,3,100 have been mobilized twice.

o USCGR - Unprecedented level of missions; of a force of 36,000,
8,000 are in the reserve, and of these, 70Vo have been activated in
the past 18 months, and 55Vo of the total are still on active duty; port
threats not diminished; U.S. Customs inspects only about 2Vo of
incoming containers.

In the question and answer period, the following points were made:
o No time-table for the multi-national peace keeping force for Iraq,

but NG and Reserve forces will most certainly be involved;
o As to the question of taking trained units, or trained individuals,

both are important. IMAs are critical, but so are units. There is no
policy to take complete units, and the preference seems to be to go
after qualified individuals as needed. Of the first 38,000 mobilized,
70Vo were individuals who had specific MOS qualifications. The
services are being tasked to supply capabilities, not units.

o Reserve Chiefs are included in "transformation" discussions.
. On the question of equality of treatment for mobilized reservists and

their active duty counterparts, the point was made that the law
provides how each will be treated - thus, to change a perceived
inequity, organizations such as ROA should endeavor to get
Congress to change the law.

The 2003 Membership Awards were presented to various departments
and chapters, but no Minnesota entity was among the winners.

In the area of 2003 Publications Awards, however, we were well
represented, with Department President Doug Kveene accepting the
awards on behalf of:
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