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Department of Minnesota
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING



12 January 2006
The January 2006 meeting of the Minnesota Department of ROA Board of Directors was held at the 934th AW Officers’ Club on Thursday 12 January 2006.
Attending:

Marilyn Chambers, Col, USAFR

Bruce Hedblom, CW5, AUS (Ret.)

Karl Rasmussen, LTC, USAR (Ret)

David Hanten, Maj, USAFR
Alan Ruvelson, COL, USAR
Larry DeVries, CAPT, USNR (Ret)

Will Philipson, CAPT, USNR (Ret)

John F. Rosnow, MAJ, USAR
Kevin Appel, CW3, USAR

1. President Col Marilyn Chambers called the Board of Directors meeting to order at 1900 hours. Attendees were welcomed.  

2. Secretary’s Report. The December secretary’s report was not available.
3. Treasurer report.  The comptroller’s report was presented.  

a. The Comptroller stated that the Department is below planned levels of fundraising, but that this has been offset by a $1,700 increase in life member reimbursements from ROA National and lower than expected newsletter costs (3 issues vs. 4 planned).
b. CW5 Hedblom requested that the revenue section of the department’s financials be revised to include a “Freedom Fund Contributions” line.  Clarification of disbursements should be made with separate lines (“Merit Awards”, “JOLDTS scholarship”, etc. were recommended for clarity).
c. During the discussion of financial statements it was noted that the department has not yet made its annual $100 pledge to the Servicemen’s Center.  A motion to approve said donation was made, seconded and approved by voice vote. 

4. Department Fast Track.
a. The department is recruiting a new editor for the Fast Track.   The IMA who had earlier expressed an interest in the job has declined the position.  In the interim, Maj Jensen has agreed to stay on as editor for a short time but needs a helper.  

b. The position of department newsletter editor is/remains open.

c. Deadline for articles is 15 Feb.  Some discussion of topics and potential articles ensued.  

d. The web site is a source for Fast Track article as articles covered on the web site are generally unavailable to Fast Track subscribers (about 30% of members have e-mail addresses indicating that for 70% Fast Track is the only communication means.
5. Freedom Fund (MDAFF)
a. MDAFF has selected 2Lt Vickie Erdmann from the Flying Viking Chapter to receive its first-ever $1,500 scholarship to attend JOLTDS seminar at ROA Midwinter.  
b. Since disbursements have begun to exceed revenues for this FY, the Freedom Fund will need to begin fundraising in earnest.  

i. Thus far this year MDAFF has  disbursed $1,500 for JOLDTS scholarship, $1,500 for three $500 ROTC merit awards.

ii. A silent auction is planned for the ROA Convention in April.  Maj Dennis Small will be contacted to serve as POC for the silent auction.

c. CAPT Phillips, CW5 Hedblom and COL Ruvelson will review criteria for future scholarships.
6. Membership:  No report.

7. Legislative Affairs
a. Because of scheduling conflicts with the Minnesota Congressional Delegation, there is little chance that any of our elected representatives would be free to participate in our annual Congressional Breakfast, which had been scheduled for 8 Feb 06 in conjunction with the ROA Midwinter Conference.
b. As a result, the Department’s D.C. breakfast plans for 8 Feb were canceled by voice vote; ROA board members attending the Midwinter Conference will instead use their time to visit individual legislative offices.  This approach has been used by the Department in the past.
c. CW3 Appel moved to explore a plan to host a local briefing for Minnesota-based congressional staffers in the coming months, possibly in conjunction with a 934 AW congressional breakfast.  The motion was seconded by CW5 Hedblom and approved on a voice vote.

d. LTC Rasmussen has announced that he is stepping down as legislative Affairs chair.  Some discussion of succession plans ensued.  
i. CW3 Appel volunteered to assist whoever is chosen to replace LtCol Rasmussen in this role.
ii. The position of Legislative Affairs Director is open for an interim volunteer.

8. Proposed Resolution:

a. At a prior meeting, the LA Haen chapter had proposed a resolution regarding reemployment rights for reservists returning to civilian employment from mobilization or deployment.  

b. The resolution was tabled since no LA Haen chapter members were present at the meeting.

9. ROTC:  No report
10. NEW BUSINESS
a. Chapter Reports
i. The St Paul Chapter held its holiday social at the University Club on 7 Jan.  Roughly 30 people attended, and it was a very enjoyable evening for all present.  Representatives from Twin City Navy chapter were also present and supported the social with hors d’oeuvres.  
b. A show of hands indicated that the following members would be attending Mid-Winter: Rosnow, Appel, Chambers, Bruce Hedblom & Carol Hedblom.

c. Col Chambers indicated that planning is underway for the Spring 2006 ROTC & JrROTC ROA Awards Program. A similar effort to 2005 is expected in 2006. Those with an interest in being presenters are asked to contact Col Chambers.

d. The Minnesota ROA State Convention will be held on April 29, 2006 at the 934th AW Officers Club. Discussion of the program features and possible speakers ensued with MG (Sel) Pullman as one suggestion.

e. CAPT Phillipson indicated that the annual area fall Retirement Seminar will be held on September 30, 2006, at Mystic Lake. An ROA presence in the form of a booth manned by members would be appreciated.

f. Col Chambers congratulated and presented a certificate to Maj John Rosnow, USAR, winner of the 2004 Sword and Screen award for the St. Paul Chapter’s website.  
g. The Board reviewed a draft of slides for the 2006 Congressional visits; slides were amended on the spot and will be reviewed again at the next ExCom.  
h. The Nomination Committee for positions for the Department Board of Directors for the 2006-2007 year were scheduled to meet following adjournment. The year of service is from May 2006 through April 2007. Contact Col. Chambers for recommendations or requests for consideration.

11. The Excom will meet on 31 January 2006.
Adjourned at 2030 hours.
Submitted by:

David Hanten, Maj, USAFR

Acting Dept Secretary

Approved minutes e-mail distribution:

· All BoD Members including All Chapter Presidents

· All Attendees (not BoD members)
· Others (as named)
