CONSTITUTION

OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF MINNESOTA,

RESERVE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES

As adopted at the Department Convention of 5 May 1978, and amended through the Department Conventions of 30 April 1983, 21 April 1990, and 29 April 2000.

ARTICLE 1 – NAME


Section 1 – This organization shall be known as the Department of Minnesota, Reserve Officers Association of the United States, hereafter referred to as “the Department”.  

ARTICLE 2 – OBJECT


SECTION 1 – The object of the Department shall be to support the National Charter of the organization by initiating and sustaining activities at the local level.

ARTICLE 3 – MEMBERSHIP


SECTION 1 – Any person eligible for membership in the Reserve Officers Association of the United States, under provisions of the National Constitution of the Reserve Officers Association of the United States, is eligible for membership in the Minnesota Department in such categories as provided in said National Constitution and shall become a member immediately upon the payment of prescribed dues.

ARTICLE 4 – ORGANIZATION


SECTION 1 – This Department shall be governed by its Officers and a Board of Directors.


SECTION 2 – The members of the Department shall elect the following officers in accordance with the Department Bylaws: President; Executive Vice-President; Vice-President, Army; Vice-President, Sea Service; Vice-President, Air Force; Junior Vice-President, Army; Junior Vice-President, Sea Service; Junior Vice-President, Air Force; Secretary; Treasurer (hereafter referred to as “Comptroller”); and the National Council Representative. The title of each Officer shall be preceded by the word “Department”.


SECTION 3 – In addition to the Department officers, the Board of Directors shall include Chapter Presidents—or their designated representatives—and Chairs of Standing Committees. The Chapter Presidents will be elected in accordance with the Chapter Bylaws.  Standing Committee Chairs will be appointed by the Department President in accordance with Department Bylaws.

SECTION 4 – The Board of Directors of this Department shall be constituted in accordance with applicable provisions of the Department Bylaws.  Only Board members shall have voting privileges and a quorum of the Board members shall be required to conduct any voting actions. A quorum shall be defined as 50% of the Board Members and this number shall include no less than 50% of the officers elected at a department convention, or appointed to serve out the unexpired term of a member elected by the members of the Department at a Department Convention. 


SECTION 5 – The Executive Committee shall consist of the President, Executive Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and the National Council Representative, and others as deemed appropriate by the President. 


SECTION 6 – The Board of Directors shall meet at least one time between annual Department Conventions.  Board meetings are open to all Department members.  If circumstances warrant, the President can call the Board members into Executive Session in accordance with the Department Bylaws.  The President has the authority to call meetings of the Board of Directors, and has the responsibility to provide adequate notice of such meetings. The President will call a meeting upon the request of three (3) Board members.


SECTION 7 – The President shall organize committees to conduct activities to support the vision and mission of the Department, in accordance with the Department Bylaws.


SECTION 8 – The Department President, with the advice and consent of the Board of Directors, shall have the power to recognize the organization of member organizations (referred to hereafter as “Chapters”) within the Department of Minnesota, upon written application submitted in accordance with the Department Bylaws. 


SECTION 9 – A chapter shall be designated by “Chapter Name, Reserve Officers Association of the United States”. The Chapter shall elect officers, and may establish an advisory board, in accordance with the Chapter Constitution and Bylaws.


SECTION 10 – Chapters within the jurisdiction of the Department of Minnesota shall be subject to its supervision. The Department will establish Chapter requirements and responsibilities in the Department Bylaws. The Department is authorized to suspend or revoke the charters of chapters for cause as defined in the National and Department Bylaws. 

ARTICLE 5 –  DEPARTMENT CONVENTION


SECTION 1 – The Department shall conduct an annual convention in accordance with the National and Department Constitution and Bylaws.  Additional conventions may be called by the President with the approval of the Board of Directors in accordance with the Department Bylaws.


SECTION 2 – The purposes of the annual Department convention shall include, but not be limited to, the election of Officers and the National Council Representative; approval of the budget for the following fiscal year; consideration of resolutions; other business as deemed appropriate; and the exercise of such other authority as is not inconsistent with the Constitution of the National Association.


SECTION 3 – Voting at the annual Department convention shall be in accordance with the Department Bylaws.

ARTICLE 6 – FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

SECTION 1 – The Department Comptroller, and the Treasurers of the chapters, shall be the custodians of the funds of their respective organizations. They shall exercise their fiduciary responsibilities in accordance with generally accepted accounting practices and the Department and Chapter Bylaws. 


SECTION 2 – The Department Comptroller shall be bonded in accordance with the Department Bylaws. 

ARTICLE 7 – AMENDMENTS


SECTION 1 – Should any provision of this Constitution be found at any time to be in conflict with the Constitution of the National Association, or the Bylaws of the said National Association, or the laws applicable to this activity, it shall be considered, without formal action, to be amended thereby so as to conform thereto.


SECTION 2 – This Constitution may be amended at any Department Convention by a two-thirds vote of the members present and voting.  The proposed amendment(s) shall be considered, and voted upon, in accordance with the order of business adopted by the convention. 


SECTION 3 – The process for presentation and approval of proposed amendments shall be in accordance with Department Bylaws.  

ARTICLE 8 – DEPARTMENT BYLAWS


SECTION 1 – The Department Bylaws are the instrument of implementation for the Department Constitution.


SECTION 2 - Bylaws may be amended by the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the Board of Directors provided that notice of such proposed amendment(s) shall have been given in writing to all members of the Board of Directors at least 14 days prior to the meeting at which the amendment(s) will be considered.

ARTICLE 9 – RATIFICATION


SECTION 1 – All acts performed and Charters heretofore granted by the Reserve Officers Association of the United States under any former Constitution or by the Board of Directors are hereby ratified and confirmed.

ARTICLE 10 – REVOCATION


SECTION 1 – All prior Constitutions and Amendments thereto are hereby revoked and shall become null and void effectively upon adoption of this Constitution.
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